
2023 Policy & Nonprofit Leadership Internship in Washington, DC 

UPO Economic Security Analyst:
The Economic Security Analyst will conduct research to assess the economic security of DC residents 
working at low wages and make recommendations for policies to support them. The DC minimum wage 
is $16.35/hour, one of the highest in the nation, but full-time work at that level provides just $35,000 a 
year, not enough to make ends meet in a high-cost city. The District offers some assistance to workers 
with low wages – an EITC, access to Medicaid, subsidized childcare – but these benefits often phase 
out before a family is earning enough to meet their needs from earnings alone.

The intern will explore public benefits available to DC families with low incomes, including parents who 
are unemployed and those in low-wage employment. The goals are to understand a) the full range of 
assistance available to families with low incomes and b) how those benefits phase out as earnings rise. 
The intern will make recommendations for improvements in the minimum wage and/or public benefits to 
provide greater security for working families. 

Research will include reviewing literature, conducting key informant interviews, and analyzing public 
data. Specifically, the Economic Security Analyst will engage in some/all of the following:
• Conduct research on resources families need to become economically secure, including resources 

available through public benefits
• Engage in quantitative analysis to understand how public benefits phase out as earnings rise
• Interview a group of UPO customers to learn how they think about economic security and how to 

improve it
• Engage in literature review on various wage and public benefit reforms to support families with low 

incomes

About the United Planning Organization:
Since 1962, the United Planning Organization (UPO) has focused on changing lives — supporting and 
inspiring Washington, DC’s low-income residents on their journey to self-sufficiency and success. They 
currently offer more than 30 programs and services in such areas as early childhood education, youth 
development, job training and placement, health and wellness, housing, and volunteering. For more 
information about UPO and the work they do, visit: www.upo.org. 

United Planning Organization

SHECP Policy & Nonprofit Leadership Internship: Students who have completed our traditional 
client-facing internship will have the chance to apply their knowledge from that work to an experience 

in policy and nonprofit leadership. The internship will run for 8-weeks, June 5th–July 29th and 
interns are expected to work 35-40 hours per week. Interested rising-juniors and rising-seniors should 

complete their application by February 17th — www.shepherdconsortium.org/internships 
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