
2023 Policy & Nonprofit Leadership Internship in Washington, DC 

Brookings Rural Policy Intern:
The Global Economy and Development (“Global”) program at Brookings aims to shape the policy 
debate to improve global economic cooperation and fight global poverty and sources of social 
stress. The intern will gain exposure to a broad set of policy topics related to domestic federal policy 
and international development, while developing their analytical thinking, organizational, and writing 
skills. Specifically, the intern will support a dynamic effort to inform federal policies that promote 
prosperity and equity for America’s rural communities and Native American nations. This intern may 
track legislative developments; conduct research on the impact of proposed policies and potential new 
policy solutions for rural community and economic development; and organize and participate in 
meetings with a range of rural development experts. Applicants should expect a range of opportunities, 
broadly defined under the following categories:

General research and writing: The intern will assist a senior fellow of the Center for Sustainable 
Development with a project to reimagine federal policy for rural community and economic 
development, alongside other projects. Examples of anticipated tasks might include literature review, 
conducting data searches, data analysis, database updates, bibliographic support, fact-checking, 
and contributing to blogs, research briefs, and presentations.

Event Coordination and Administrative Support: During the internship period, there may be virtual 
meetings and events for which the intern will provide support through drafting invitations, tracking 
registration, communication with external stakeholders, and coordinating travel. The intern will also 
support the scholar by creating PowerPoints, drafting public remarks, and scheduling meetings.

Qualifications:

Undergraduate students completing a degree in a relevant field or with relevant other experience (i.e. 
political science, public policy, economics, economic development, etc.).  Applicants should have a 
demonstrated interest in public policy, promoting equity, and ideally in creating local, regional, and 
national policies that eliminate poverty and sources of distress in rural U.S. communities.

Applicants must have some knowledge of qualitative, quantitative, and/or mixed methods research, and 
experience in conducting literature searches and review. Strong written and verbal communication skills 
required. Quantitative research experience (economic analysis, experience working with federal 
spending data, quantitative analysis of policy impact) a plus. Additionally, applicants must have prior 
meeting or event coordination experience and a strong attention to detail. 
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About Brookings:
“The Brookings Institution is a nonprofit public policy organization based in Washington, DC. Our 
mission is to conduct in-depth research that leads to new ideas for solving problems facing society at 
the local, national and global level.” For more information about Brookings, visit: www.brookings.edu 

Successful completion of a background investigation is required for interning at Brookings. 
Brookings welcomes and celebrates diversity in all its forms. We welcome applications that reflect a 
variety of backgrounds based on ideology, race, ethnicity, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender 
identity or expression, disability, veteran status, first generation college goers, and other factors 
protected by law. Brookings is proud to be an equal-opportunity employer that is committed to 
promoting a diverse and inclusive workplace.

SHECP Policy & Nonprofit Leadership Internship: Students who have completed our traditional 
client-facing internship will have the chance to apply their knowledge from that work to an experience 

in policy and nonprofit leadership. The internship will run for 8-weeks, June 5th–July 29th and 
interns are expected to work 35-40 hours per week. Interested rising-juniors and rising-seniors should 

complete their application by February 17th — www.shepherdconsortium.org/internships 
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